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Post-Secondary Education Presentation 
a) Education Directorate Contacts
b) Post Secondary Student Support Program   

i)  National Program Guidelines 
ii) Funding 

iii) Reporting
c) Post Secondary Education Regional activities
d) Post Secondary Engagement



Name Title Program Email Phone

Susan Troniak Director Education & 
Social Programs

Education & 
Social

Susan.Troniak@sac-
isc.gc.ca

807-355-3263

Erik 
Halvorsen

Executive Assistant,
ESP Director

Education & 
Social

Erik.Halvorsen@sac-
isc.gc.ca

807-355-6554

Rhonda
Beauvais

Regional Manager 
Education

Education Rhonda.beauvais.@sac-
isc.gc.ca

807-355-6566

Bernadette 
Wabie

Senior Education 
Officer

Post Secondary
Education 

Bernadette.Wabie@sac-
isc.gc.ca

519-751-2443

ON Region Education Directorate 

mailto:Susan.Troniak@sac-isc.gc.ca
mailto:Erik.Halvorsen@sac-isc.gc.ca
mailto:Rhonda.beauvais.@sac-isc.gc.ca
mailto:Bernadette.Wabie@sac-isc.gc.ca


Post Secondary Student Support Program 

Post-Secondary Student Support Program (sac-isc.gc.ca)

• The program aims to improve the socio-economic outcomes for First Nations by
supporting First Nations in providing eligible students with funding to access
education opportunities at the post-secondary level. This is consistent with the
principle of First Nations control of First Nations education.

• Funding for this program is provided to First Nations or First Nations-designated
organizations as part of core funding agreements with Indigenous governments and
organizations.

https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1100100033682/1531933580211


Post Secondary Student Support Program 

• Each year the PSSSP National Guidelines are provided on-line.

• 2022-2023 PSSSP National Program Guidelines website link:  www.sac-
isc.gc.ca/eng/1638370988788

Post-secondary Student Support Program and University and College Entrance 
Preparation Program: National Guidelines 2022 to 2023 (sac-isc.gc.ca)

National Program Guidelines: 

http://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1638370988788
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1638370988788/1638371091935#a7


Overview of Types of Funding Agreement:

Post Secondary Student Support Program 

Types of Agreements (76):
• Block (17)
• Non-Block (50)
• NFR-Grants (8)
• Self-Govt.* -KEB (1)

22-23 PSSSP Funding:
A) Core Funding – April 1

•   Indexing –Block/NFR
•   Growth* –Non-Block

B) Additional Funding*
• Budget 2019 

• 5 year commitment 
• 2022-2023 Year 4 of 5

• Covid-19 Funding*
• Additional Funding* 

- Stabilization
- Non-block 2017-2018 
PSSSP pressure & growth

Terms & Conditions for 
Program Funding:

Fixed - PSSSP
• Set
• Flexible
• Grant

Regional PSSSP       
Funding 2022-2023

Amount Regional* PSSSP
Funding 2017-2018

Core/Initial Funding $65.7 m $85.4 m

Budget 2019 Year 4 $16 m B2017 - $10.1 m

PSSSP Covid 19* $15 m N/A

Additional Funding* $11 m $1.7 m

Total PSSSP Funding $108 m $97.2 m

2017-2018 Additional Funding
• College strike
*Note: includes KEB First Nations (23)



Post Secondary Student Support Program 

Each Region receives an amount annually based on available National PSSSP budget
•  Historical allocation that includes a population (18+)

Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (2017) order to not reallocate funding between ISC programs 
• Must work within existing PSSSP budget 

Additional funding regional methodology:
•  Can vary based on what the additional funding is for i.e., B2019 or Covid-19
•  Wherever possible will be a % of total PSSSP funds by agreement type and number 

of recipients
• or % of population (18+) calculation

Funding Methodology Overview:



• The Department launched distinction-based Indigenous post-secondary 
education strategies in 2019-2020 to improve Indigenous student access and 
foster the success of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Nation students pursuing 
post-secondary education. 

• The distinctions-based post-secondary education strategies are supported by 
Budget 2019’s total investment of $815.0 million over ten years and 
$61.8 million ongoing, which included $320 million over five years to 
enhance the Post-Secondary Student Support Program. 

Post Secondary Student Support Program 
Additional Funding



Post Secondary Student Support Program 

Reporting Information 



Name Title Program Email Phone

Christina
Buzzi

Regional Program 
Officer

Nominal 
Roll/PSSSP/FNE
SEA 

christina.buzzi@sac-
isc.gc.ca

807-632-3969

Gale 
Bannon

Developmental 
Program Officer

Nominal 
Roll/PSSSP/FNE
SEA

gale.bannon@sac-
isc.gc.ca

807-357-5716

Margaret
Groulx

Developmental 
Program Officer

Nominal 
Roll/PSSSP/FNE
SEA

margaret.groulx@sac-
isc.gc.ca

807-357-5146

Sarahlin 
Malo

Developmental 
Program Officer 

Nominal Roll 
/PSSSP/FNESEA

sarahlin.malo@sac-
isc.gc.ca

807-357-8670

ON Region Education Directorate – Data Unit  

mailto:christina.buzzi@sac-isc.gc.ca
mailto:gale.bannon@sac-isc.gc.ca
mailto:margaret.groulx@sac-isc.gc.ca
mailto:sarahlin.malo@sac-isc.gc.ca


Reporting

Post Secondary Student Support Program

Fiscal Number of 
Reports

Submitted Due % in EIS

2018-2019 74 68 6 90%

2019-2020 74 62 12 78%

2020-2021 73 50 23 69%

• Number of Recipients:
• 2022-2023 - 74 PSSSP Recipients 

• 2017-2018 PSSSP Final data in Education 
Reporting Analysis System (ERAS) 

• 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 PSSSP data is 
only in EIS not ERAS.

• Need to have 85% of reports in 
Nationally to move data from EIS to 
ERAS.

• ON Region is continuing to work 
reviewing reporting and data submitted 
for each fiscal.



DCI
Load & 
Validate

EIS 
Database

EIS release 
to ERAS

ERAS 
Database

ERAS           
pre-defined 
reports & 

customized 
reports

Overview of Education Information System (EIS)  Education 
Reporting Analysis System (ERAS) Data/Process Flow:



June 7,2022     Session 1  - 11 Respondents

What is the most difficult part in completing the PSSSP reporting 
process?



June 14,2022   Session 2  - 9 Respondents 

What is the most difficult part in completing the PSSSP 
reporting process?



Has your experience with the Education Information System 
(EIS) improved? 
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Have you used the ERAS feature in EIS?
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Access to Education Information System & Reporting 

To gain access to the ISC Services Portal - Education Information System (EIS) or the 
Education Reports and Analysis Solution (ERAS), please contact:

Christina Buzzi, Regional Program Officer, Ontario Region:   Christina.buzzi@sac-isc.gc.ca

Additional information regarding EIS/ERAS and direct link to the ISC Services Portal may 
be found here:

https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1100100033778/1531401562673

The Developmental Program Officers will be happy to support any reporting and EIS 
training needs you may have.

mailto:Christine.buzzi@sac-isc.gc.ca
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1100100033778/1531401562673


• ON Region has been hosting monthly virtual Education meeting with First Nations 
Education Directors and Post-Secondary coordinators on the first Tuesday of the month 
since the February 2022.

• Email invitations with the zoom link were sent to First Nation Education Directors and 
Post-Secondary Coordinators/Administrators prior to each event.

• If you didn’t receive the meeting invites and would like to attend, please email Erik 
Halvorsen at Erik.Halvorsen@sac-isc.gc.ca

• During Education presentations we asked participants various questions and through 
out the presentation you will see the rolled-up information that was gathered from the 
sessions. 

ISC ON Region Post Secondary Activities in 2022-2023 

mailto:Erik.Halvorsen@sac-isc.gc.ca


Question & Response - February 2022 



Post Secondary Question & Response - February 2022 



Post Secondary Question & Response - February 2022 



• In June 2022 we hosted specific Post Secondary Student Support 
presentations 

• The June 7 & 14, 2022  PSSSP presentations provided an overview 
of

• PSSSP  
• funding 
• reporting
• Education Information System (EIS)  and Education Reporting 

Analysis System (ERAS) information and training

Post Secondary Student Support Program Meetings 



• We have really appreciated the 

interaction and feedback from 

participants who have attend these 

sessions and we hope you have found 

the sessions to be useful and 

informative.

• 26 participants attended the June 7th 

session 

• 24 participants at the June 14th

session.

• The following slides are a roll up of 

questions asked during those sessions.

Roll up of  information gathered at the Post Secondary Education 
Sessions: 1) How would you categorize yourself in your role as a 

PSE Administrator/coordinator?
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2) In the last two years, what was the predominant challenge you faced 

administering the PSSSP program in your First Nation/First Nation organization?  

June 7, 2022 - 17 Responses



June 14, 2022 - 15 Responses

2) In the last two years, what was the predominant challenge you faced administering 

the PSSSP program in your First Nation/First Nation organization?  



3) Funding to address Covid related expenses have been allocated through 

PSSSP since 2020. Where was the funding most used?
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7) What is the predominate challenge(s) your PSE students face today?  
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8) What are the key components of your First Nation’s post-secondary program delivery 

that are vital to meeting the needs of your students?   

June 7, 2022 



8) What are the key components of your First Nation’s post-secondary program 

delivery that are vital to meeting the needs of your students?  

June 14, 2022 - 15 Responses



A) INDSPIRE on September 15, 2022
• Please let us know if you would like a copy this presentation
• If you have questions about INDSPIRE – please contact

• Indspire.ca  
• 1-855-463-7747 x 253
• education@indspire.ca

Based on participant’s comments provided at the PSSSP ISC ON Region Education session, 
we hosted additional post secondary information presentations by:

ISC ON Region hosted additional Post Secondary Information 
Sessions: 

mailto:education@indspire.ca


B) Ministry of Colleges Universities Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) presentation was held 
October 5, 2022

• We are working with our MCU-OSAP colleagues to provide a copy of the presentation to 
participants

• If you have specific OSAP questions, please contact: 
Graham Webster (MCU) Graham.Webster@ontario.ca
Manager, Student Financial Assistance Program Unit Ministry of Colleges & Universities
e-mail: graham.webster@ontario.ca | phone: 416-579-2439

• Additional sessions are planned & scheduled  for
January 18, 2023,  2-4 pm EST
May 4, 2023, 2-4 pm EST

ISC ON Region additional Post Secondary Sessions (cont’d): 

mailto:Graham.Webster@ontario.ca
mailto:graham.webster@ontario.ca


• Budget 2019’s investment included $7.5 million over three years, for First Nations-led 
engagement on the development of long-term comprehensive and integrated regional post-
secondary education models. Regional models are intended to increase First Nations’ 
control of First Nations education by enabling First Nations to transition from the current 
suite of post-secondary programs to holistic approaches that are responsive to First Nations’ 
local priorities and needs. 

• The purpose of the engagement funding is to support First Nations in their development of 
comprehensive and integrated First Nations regional post-secondary education models 
which will be accessible to all status First Nations (registered Indians). 

• Regional models are intended to enable First Nations control of First Nations education and 
models can be treaty-based, self-government.

Post Secondary Engagement   



Post Secondary Engagement   

• Models can include costing to support students, First Nations institutes, adult 
education and facilities, and community-based programming.

Regional Funding:  $469,203 
• Annual fixed funding - 3-year commitment  from 2019 to 2022
• Funding was provided to IRO Education per direction of COO FNECU members
• Each IRO has had their own PSE discussions on regional model(s) their member 

First Nations would like developed.
• COO led a PSE Engagement Committee made up of IRO Education members 



ON Region Education Meeting, February 2022 - Responses from attendees regarding 

participating in Post Secondary Engagement activities:



Regional post-secondary models being created,  how are they 

different or similar across the country?

Post Secondary Engagement Results & Next Steps 

• The Department is looking forward to receiving the Post-Secondary 
Engagement model(s)reports in the very near future. 



• Results from the engagement will support ISC’s effort in seeking funding for post-
secondary education. 

• The Department is committed to advancing forthcoming First Nation regional post-
secondary education models, and we are confident that First Nations will have 
considered options to include student supports, First Nations post-secondary institutes, 
adult education and facilities, and community-based programming in their 
recommendations for a regional model(s) in Ontario. 

Post Secondary Engagement Results & Next Steps 

How will the new funding models impact PSSSP in Ontario now and over 

time?



Future - Anything new on the horizon?

* Ideas for presentations on PSE Best Practices


