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Education is a Pillar of Sovereignty
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What would our Nation Law on 

Education Look Like?

Jurisdiction Funding

Education 

Standards, Systems 

Language, Culture

Spirituality

Our Law

KAHONTAKWAS DIANE LONGBOAT 4



Sample Flow Chart
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Authorities for Nation Building

• Sacred Laws

• Inherent Rights, 

Indigenous Rights, Treaty 

Rights
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Government 
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Agreement between First Nations 

Government and the Crown

First Nations Government establishes 

legislative, executive and administrative 

functions over education 

First Nations Government establishes 

legislative, executive and administrative 

functions over education 

First Nations governance, fiscal relations First Nations governance, fiscal relations First Nations governance, fiscal relations 

and intergovernmental relationships set 

in place

First Nations governance, fiscal relations 

and intergovernmental relationships set 

in place

Agreement with the Crown affirms the 

transfer of jurisdiction over education and 

mechanism for fiduciary obligation

Agreement with the Crown affirms the 

transfer of jurisdiction over education and 

mechanism for fiduciary obligation
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International Recognition of Self Governance Over 

Education for Indigenous Peoples
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Canadian Law

Sources of AuthoritySources of Authority
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RESPECTING AGREEMENTS OF FIRST NATIONS 

ALREADY IN EFFECT

• Bilateral Agreements, Anishinabek Nation

• Memoranda of Understanding of First Nations for their Nation 
based jurisdiction, Akwesasne

• Tripartite Agreements, BC, Atlantic Region, Alberta, Manitoba, 
PEI, Saskatchewan

• Self Government Agreements, Modern Treaties, Sechelt, • Self Government Agreements, Modern Treaties, Sechelt, 
Yukon First Nations 

• Land Claim Agreements, Nunavut, James Bay and Northern 
Quebec, Cree Naskapi, Nisga’a, Tlicho

• Education Acts, Mikmaq, BC

• Some agreements may represent a jurisdiction agreement 
while others are financial in nature representing delegated 
authority
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First Nations Guiding Principles

in Making Our Education Law

Our Education LawOur Education Law
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education of 
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Occupy The Field
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ACTION PLAN 

A new Federal law must be enacted acknowledging 

First Nations Governments jurisdiction over 

education and directing the Canadian federal  

government to affirm self determination to solidify 

the special relationship between itself and First the special relationship between itself and First 

Nations based on Treaty and Inherent Rights 

including the fiduciary responsibility for funding 

education in enhanced granting authorities that 

strengthen First Nations governments.
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Federal Government 

Enact a national law to establish First Nations 
Governments  jurisdiction over First Nations 
education (in a staged federal withdrawal 
process)

Aligns its laws to affirm First Nations Governments Aligns its laws to affirm First Nations Governments 
jurisdiction over education

Align its regulations, policies, fiscal relationships 
and Departments

Ensure that governance, fiscal relationships and 
intergovernmental relationships are consistent 
with First Nations jurisdiction over education
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Provincial Government

Enact a provincial law to acknowledge the 
jurisdiction of First Nations Governments over 
First Nations education

Align its provincial laws to acknowledge First 
Nations jurisdiction over First Nations educationNations jurisdiction over First Nations education

Align provincial regulations, policies, fiscal 
relationships and Ministries  

Ensure that governance, fiscal relationships and 
intergovernmental relationships are consistent 
with First Nations Governments jurisdiction over 
education
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Funding

Harmonized Equity Payments

• Comprehensive Transfer Payments and Equalizing Payments 
from the Federal Government

• Accountability measures are clear, consistent 

• Financial Transfer Agreements with Provinces

• Parliamentary vote for First Nations education costs to 
include capacity building, strategic planning, budgetary include capacity building, strategic planning, budgetary 
capacity, resources for implementation, costs of regional 
and community based education infrastructure for 2cd, 3rd

level services (RCAP ideals)

• Compensatory measures to bring systems into equity, 
considering geographic location, operating costs, capital, 
public works, cost of emergencies, training, delivery costs 
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FIRST NATIONS EDUCATION LAWS
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Government sets 
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Jurisdiction 
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Government sets 

Education 

Authority  or 

School Board, 
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Jurisdiction 

Principles, 
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First Nations Government Executive Functions

• Describe Inherent Rights and Treaty Rights, Relationships with the Crown

• Use International Instruments to support your Education Code or Law

• Use the Constitution Act, 1982, Section 35 and Section 25

• Use the Canadian Human Rights Act

• Define the Education Principles of Self Government based on Inherent Rights 
and Treaty Rights, Fiduciary Responsibility, Preferred Funding Principles

• Respecting all existing agreements, systems in place by First Nations, or those • Respecting all existing agreements, systems in place by First Nations, or those 
under negotiation, offering an opt in or out clause

• Define the Governing Body for Education-School Board, Committee, Education 
Authority at the community level and relationship to regional and national 
bodies

• Define internal and external relationships with federal and provincial 
governments

• Define the relationship of education to economy, health, housing, governance, 
planning, community development, environment, social services
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Elements of an Education Law
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Role of the Local First Nations 

Education Authority or School Board 
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• Special Needs 

recognize gifts of 

every child
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staff conduct, teacher 
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First Nations Community Sets Cultural 

and Linguistic Standards

Cultural and 

Linguistic Standards 

Cultural Standards 

for the Classroom, 
Culturally Linguistic Standards 

of their Nation

Core Values of the 

Nation

for the Classroom, 

Teacher, School, 
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Assessment

Culturally 

Responsive 

Education Model
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First Nations Education Standards

Developed by the 

First Nations 

Education 

Authority for 

approval by the 

Developed by the 

First Nations 

Education 

Authority for 

approval by the 

Maximum 

Potential 

Academically, 

Mentally, 

Maximum 

Potential 

Academically, 

Mentally, 

First Nations 

Education 

Standards meet or 

exceed those of 

the Province

First Nations 

Education 

Standards meet or 

exceed those of 

the Province

Authority for 

approval by the 

First Nations 

Government

Authority for 

approval by the 

First Nations 

Government

Mentally, 

Emotionally, 

Physically, 

Spiritually through 

traditional 

knowledge, culture 

and language 

fluency

Mentally, 

Emotionally, 

Physically, 

Spiritually through 

traditional 

knowledge, culture 

and language 

fluency

exceed those of 

the Province

Equity in services, 

facilities, programs

Transferability 

Culture added 

value for success
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Transferability 

Culture added 

value for success
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First Nations Education Standards
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For lands and 

resources

Standards, Well 

Being Standards 

for Nutrition and 

Healthy Families

Standards, Well 

Being Standards 

for Nutrition and 

Healthy Families

Special Needs 

Standards, 

Physical Education 

and Sports 
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Education Standards

Culture, Language, Traditional Knowledge

Culturally Responsive 

Education Standards

Curriculum, 

Pedagogy, 

assessment tools, 

Cultural Core Values

History, traditional 

knowledge, land 

stewardship, serving 

the Nation, resiliency 

Action Plans

Targets, Performance 

Indicators

Goals Objectives
assessment tools, 

evaluation 

methodology, PD and 

training, language 

learning, School 

Board guidelines, 

School guidelines,

Classroom guidelines

the Nation, resiliency 

values,  transmission 

of culture to the next 

generation at all 

grade levels

Parental involvement 

Informal learning 

Goals Objectives

Monitor and Assess 

Progress

Corrective Action

Report Results

Revisions
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Education Standard for a Culturally Responsive 

Education Model of Education 

• Utilize instructional practices grounded in culturally and linguistically 

relevant contexts combined with high academic standards for life long 

learning

• Develop Cultural and Linguistic Standards for students and Teachers

• Develop Cultural Standards for Classroom, Teacher, School, Board

• Role of Elders, Knowledge Keepers in education• Role of Elders, Knowledge Keepers in education

• Role of Traditional Knowledge, land based learning and informal learning 

• Ensure ownership of First Nations ceremonies, science and intellectual 

property as collective ownership

• Learning materials, orthographies, fluency

• Role of parents and clan members in education

• Importance of research, evaluation, development

• Education System reflects the living civilization, heritage, homelands
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Education Systems

Local, Regional, Provincial and National

First Nation 

School (s)
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Education Systems

First Nations School System-attendance, 

registration, transfers between systems, appeals, 

school calendar, instructional hours, parent 

participation, language of instruction, reporting, 

curriculum, pedagogy, assessment, employment 

First Nations Education Authority or School Board-

Director sets policies to conform to the Education Director sets policies to conform to the Education 

Code, social programs, evaluation, Education 

Standards, internal and external relations, teacher 

competency guidelines, attendance, 

transportation

First Nations Community Education Council-voice 

of members and Elders, receives reports from 

school and Regional Authority, act as resource 

persons for informal learning for students, social 

programs for family well being 
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Supporting Agencies

National Office of 

Research and 

Development

National Office of 

Research and 

Development

National Office of 

Evaluation and 

Accreditation

National Office of 

Evaluation and 

Accreditation

National First National First 

National First 

Nations Education 

Centre of 

Excellence

National First 

Nations Education 

Centre of 

Excellence

DevelopmentDevelopment National First 

Nations Early 

Learning Secretariat

National First 

Nations Early 

Learning Secretariat

National Office of 

First Nations, Métis 

and Inuit Heritage 

Languages and 

Cultural Treasures

National Office of 

First Nations, Métis 

and Inuit Heritage 

Languages and 

Cultural Treasures

National Office of 

the Ombudsman

National Office of 

the Ombudsman
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Political Action Needed for Establishing Jurisdiction

Nation to Nation Relationship

Formulate Action Agenda to implement 

the Education Principles of:

• International Covenants, Declarations

• Treaty Principles in Education

• Inherent Rights Principles in Education

• Constitution Act, 1982, Section 35

• Constitutional Conference 
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